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Impact of Colonization on African Languages
Language has remained to be a central question in postcolonial studies. During colonization, foreign languages were imposed unto the people by the colonizers. The natives were forbidden from speaking their mother tongues; some colonizers even systematically prohibited the native languages. Many of who attended school during colonialization have in many occasions recounted how they were humiliated, demoted or even beaten for speaking their native languages in colonial schools. Language is inseparable from the people as a relationship to the world. As a tool, language gives people identity to national culture, and as such, the colonialists imposing of their languages was aimed at conveying their beliefs, thoughts and customs to the natives. But even with all that, the Europeans impact on the language of the natives was both advantageous and disadvantageous.
Some of the impacts that the European colonizers might have on the African linguistic is that it was pivotal in the spread of various indigenous languages. “The exploitation and exploration of Africa’s interior saw the building of inroads into the Savannah and rain forest from the coast where their operating bases were located opened up Africa’s interior” (Swaan, 2001). The colonizers recruited workers from the multiple communities that they passed through. The workers who were recruited developed pidgin to speak to each other if they didn’t share an indigenous language and to their European bosses. Hundreds of local idioms that are not spoken by more than a thousand people was a result of these pidgins. In other parts of Africa, such as in Tanzania and Kenya, the colonial regime helped to spread indigenous vehicular languages such as Swahili. In these countries, Swahili is widespread, and it’s considered as a national language. The Swahili language led to cohesion among communities in these countries through increasing the scale of social life. The chains of interdependence between communities were lengthened, and this also helped grow other languages
In as much as the European colonizers helped in spreading of indigenous languages, it also quickly helped the colonizers to influence the natives with their language. The colonizers imposed their language in several institutions such as churches, schools, army barracks and government offices. These languages were printed on newspapers and books, and they were being broadcasted in Radios and televisions. As a result, these languages gained a lot of audience from the Africans, many of who learned it. “The languages became widespread that by the time African countries were gaining independence in the 1960s, it was with no surprise that the languages had become ingrained the African societies” (Swaan, 2001). The African elite started using it in their politics and administration. They were used in big business enterprises of science and national media. As such, many who spoke the language were considered to be individuals who were extremely learned. Those that spoke native language were deemed to be primitive. Today, the same is still happening; many African countries continue to appreciate the languages of their colonizers and sidelining theirs. For instance, many African countries love for foreign language, and hate for native languages has grown tremendously thanks to the many developments that have been initiated by the English speaking Western countries.
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